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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


On Wednesday next will be held the Special 
Meeting of Council, ordered by the Charter for the 
election of a President and six Vice-presidents. 
Special importance attaches this year to the selec- 
tions which may be made, owing to the effect they 
may possibly have upon the votins power of the 
Council. ‘he profession, at the recent election, 
made known its wishes as to the provisions required 
in a newcharter most distinctly, and returned no 
man to the Council except those pledged to certain 
reforms. The old Council, as every one knows, 
was opposed to those reforms, and it is not certain 
that the six new members, will make a numerical 
majority capable of carrying the mandate of the 
profession into effect. It is impossible to say what 
views upon the most prominent subjects the to-be- 
elected six vice-presidents may hold, and their votes 
at all meetings during the year will be equal in 
weight to those of the new members of Council. Of 
course it may be expected that no positive obstruc- 
tim will be offered to the desires of the profession, 
and that no attempt will be made to neutralise the 
effect of the annual election, but we must not forget 
that the Council asa whole is still not as advanced 
as the electoral body, and that some of its members 
hold very decided opinions against one or other of the 
essential points of any new charter. The votes of 
the six vice-presidents to be elected on Wednesday 
will have a deciding power on the Council, and if 
they are adverse to reform the Charter will be de- 
layed for another year. 


The election of President involves quite a 
different principle to that applicable to the Vice- 
Presidents. | Whilst we should like the latter to be 
all favourable to reform—all, if possible, as pro- 
nounced in their views as the six new members of 

uncil—we are desirous of having a President who 
‘shall be thoroughly impartial. Our President this 
year will have to preside over a Council divided into 
two distinct parties, and it is important that he 
should have the support of both. The welfare of 
the profession and the conduct of business will be 

est preserved by a firm, impartial man in the chair. 
T our new Charter be laid before the Privy Council 
this year our President will have an extra amount of 
uaportant work thrown upon him, and he should be 
Selected with a careful eye to his fitness for that 
Work, ‘The best man for the office would be one 
$0 respected and trusted by the Council as to com- 
mand their unanimous choice, and we hope such a 


if such is forced on us we must strain every nerve 
to ensure that his bias is on the side of the majority 
of the profession. 


This special meeting, which is ordered by Char- 
ter, van do no work other than the election of 
officers. Men who have to attend it at an expense 
of two days from home and a journey of three or 
four hundred miles, may be partly excused if they 
fail to come up to town again within a month to the 
next quarterly meeting. | Under our present Char- 
ters this meeting must be held before any work can 
be done, as the Council cannot be constituted until 
after the election of the Vice-presidents. | When 
the proposed new Charter is obtained and _ vice- 
presidents are only elected from the members of 
Council, no special meeting will be necessary, as the 
election of officers can be taken as the first business 
of a quarterly meeting at which other matters may 
be considered. Thus, without any loss of time, one 
journey per year will be saved to our representa- 
tives,,who, no doubt, will then be able to attend the 
quarterly meetings with greater regularity. 


Bye-law No, 12—which refers to the procedure at 
meetings of Council says-—‘‘ No motion shall be dis- 
cussed before it has been seconded; nor shall any 
member speak more than once on any question, save 
in explanation or reply.” The last five words of 
this rule almost spoil its value, for they afford an 
excuse which permits frequent departure from the 
spirit of the regulation. A glance at any of our 
reports of the meetings will show that “explana- 
tion and reply ” frequently erables men to speak 
more than once, and prevents even the best inten- 
tioned and most impartial chairman from getting 
the greatest amount of work done in the shortest 
space of time. 


The Central Veterinary Society has just decided ye 
two acts which are worth more than passing notice—they 
deserve imitation. At the Society's last Council meetin 

it was resolved to make a grant of £50 to the Prize Fun 

established by the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
It was also decided to give 20 Guineas to the * Steel 
Memorial” conditionally upon the memorial not taking the 
form of a marble bust or a big oil-painting. The Central 
society whilst desiring to honour John Steel, wish also to 
benefit the profession, and their contribution is to assist in 
establishing a prize of some kind which will perpetuate 
Steel’s name and induce men to follow his example. It 
ought to be ever remembered that the Steel Memorial will 
take the form of a prize: that the body corporate is desti- 
tute of prizes; an thas every contribution will assist in 
remedying a very practical evil—the want of stimuli 
and rewards for scientific work in the veterinary pro- 


man may be found. We deprecate a partizan ; but 


fession. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES 


LAMENESS—FRACTURE OF FIRST RIB. 
By W. Wi1s, M.8.C.V.S. 


The interest evoked by the publication of an ac- 
count of ‘a case of lameness associated with broken 
first ribs” in The Record some months back induces 
me to send the following notes. 

On the Saturday before Whitsunday my attention 
was called to an old browh harness horse. 1 was 
told that shortly before my seeing him he was being 
driven through Bishopgate Street. and had reared up 
on seeing some paper in the roadway ; he came down 
on his feet, lurched forward, and fell on his near 
side. On rising he was at once noticed to be very 
lame. 

I found him excessively lame in the off fore leg. 
He stood with the shoulder hanging down and the 
elbow far below its normal position; the knee and 
lower joints were flexed. When compelled to move 
it was seen that though he could advance the limb 
fairly well he was incapable of bearing any weight 
on it. So soon as he attempted to move the opposite 
limb forward, the elbow sank markedly, and he was 
in danger of falling. The symptoms remained 
practically the same till the following Thursday, 
when he was destroyed. This was accomplished by 
bleeding him to death, his head being tied short up 
to the wall the while, so as to prevent his doing any 
injury to the ribs in falling if despatched by the 
pole-axe—a possibility suggested by one of your 
correspondents. 

On making a post-mortem examination I found the 
caput magnum and caput medium of the triceps ex- 
tensor brachii perfectly healthy. The caput parrum 
and the anconeus were both pale—particularly the 
latter, more than usually moist. and the fibres seemed 


- separated up. The first rib on the right side was 


broken completely through, near the head, and the 
broken ends were in places seen quite smooth and 
bright by rubbing against each other. There was a 
very smal] amount of effusion around this lesion, and 
so far as I could discern the vessels passing out of 
the chest to supply the limb were in no way inter- 
fered with. The nerves supplying the limb seemed 
equally free from injury. In this respect this case 
differed very materially from the one recorded some 
time ago, where nerves and vessels and muscles were 
all bound together by dense fibrous tissue. The 
lameness in the two cases was practically identical. 


COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL. 


In The Record of last week reference was made 
to the committees appointed by Council and toa 
erying evil which must have been frequently noticed 
by other members as well as myself, viz., the want 
of attention given by gentlemen elected to these 
committees. Ifit be true that the new Charter was 
left to a committee of nineteen and that only five 


attended it is very clear that a most unfortunate 
selection must have been made. If men accept 
office they should attend; if they live so far from 


London that they cannot attend they should not be — 


elected. . 

Perhaps Mr. Kidd’s suggestion that each com- 
mittee should only number seven would force upon 
every member his responsibility toattend. We can- 
not expect the councilmen to sacrifice their time 
and business too much for the profession ; we must 
not be too critical and treat them as if they were 
paid officials, but I do think some great improve- 
ments are desirable iv the way business is conducted 
at Red Lion Square. I have seen a good many 
changes in the men elected but very little in the 
work done. Recently it seems to me that rather too 
much talk has been indulged in at the Council and 
I presume.even more is thrown off at the unreported 
committees where you say “most of the work is 
done.” One thing is certain—that the profession is 
paying much more attention to the doings of the 
Council than it used to and great expectations are 
placed upon the new men who must show what they 
are made of. They will be expected to infuse some 
extra energy into the old body and to add a little 
more business method to the proceedings. What a 
disgraceful mess has been made of the whole question 
of the Matriculation Scheme. It seems to be quite 
beyond the grasp of the Council before whom it has 
been knocked about for two years and is now, I hear, 
again sent back to a Committee. This work affect- 
ing as it does the schools and the outside public 
from whom our ranks are recruited should be most 
carefully done. When bungled it does the profes- 
sion great harm. I only find fault with a hope that 
things aie going to improve and especially would I 
warn the new men to look to theircredit. The eyes 


of the profession are on them. 7 
LOOKER ON. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


NORTH OF ENGLAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The usnal quarterly meeting of the Association was 
held at the County Hotel, Newcastle-on-Tyne, on Fri- 
day, May 22nd. The President A. Hunter, Esq., 
in the chair. There were also present Messrs. 
Hunter, D. Dudgeon, A. Chivas, H. Mitchell, W. "3 
son, G. R. Dudgeon, J. W. T. Moore, J. Gofton, 4 
Hunter, J. Aitken, W. Wheatley, D. McGregor, J. B. 
Nisbet, and W. Ashton Hancock. : k 

The minutes of the last Annual Meeting were taken 
as read and adopted. d the 

Letters of regret for not being able to — ed 
meeting were read, from Professor McFadyean (w - his 
promised to read a paper, but owing to the oss ie 
father was unable to do so), Professor 
Messrs. J. Armstrong, C. Stephenson, and G. Elphic a 

Great regret was felt at Professor MoFadyeer that 
being able to be present, and the Secretary sta aoe : 
he had already written the Professor in the hes 
the Association, expressing sympathy 1” 
reavement. 
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Tue Recent ELEctTion. 


The Secretary next read a short statement concern- 
ing the Society’s action in the recent election, as 
follows. 

“The members who were present at the meeting of the 
Association held on April Ist last, will be aware of the 
proceedings that took place with reference to the elec- 
tion, then, and at the subsequent committee meeting 
held on April 9th ; but for those gentlemen who could 
not be present, I have thought fit to give you ashort 
account of what transpired, and the best plan will be 
for me, perhaps, to read the minutes of those meetings.’ 

The minutes were read, the main point in which was 
the instruction to the Secretary to communicate with 
certain Societies with a view to their co-operation in the 
issuing of a joint circular on the eve of the 
election. 

“As requested I communicated with the Secretary of 
each of the following Associations, the Lancashire, 
Yorkshire, Border Counties, the Central, aud the South 
Durham and North Yorkshire. With the exception of 
the Central, from whom no reply reached me whatever, 
and the South Durham and North Yorkshire Associa- 
tion whose reply came too late, they all arranged to 
unite with us in issuing the circular which you know all 
about, and which was, as far as we can tell, such an im- 
portant factor in bringing about the realization of the 
wishes of the profession at large. 

The share of the cost to each of the Associations will 
be less than £3, and it was certainly money well spent, 
for if ever a great principle was involved in any election 
it most certainly was in this, and the committee feel 
amply repaid for any little trouble and inconvenience 
they may have been put to in securing the election of 
the candidates who were sound on the great questions 
that must be thoroughly sifted by the present Council.” 

Mr. W. Stevenson, Whitburn ; proposed that a vote of 
thanks be accorded Mr. Muuvey for his action and 
Spirit in the recent election the feeling being that had 
it not been forthat gentleman and Mr. W. Hunt1Na, such 
4 great measure of success could not have been 
attained, 

Mr. H. Hunrer seeouded, and it was carried 
unanimously, 

Mr. Gorron proposed that a copy of the following 
resolution be forwarded to the Secretary of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

“That the North of England Veterinary Medical As- 
Sociation request the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons to take into consideration the 

uestion of ‘The exemption of Veterinary Surgeons 

Tom serving on juries,’ and that no New Charter be 

finally adopted by the Council until it has been brought 
before the whole of the members of the profession.” 

Mr. Moors said he had great pleasure in seconding 

r. Gorton’s motion, and said, although he did not 
think any clause could be inserted in the proposed new 
charter that would give the necessary exemption from 

Serving on juries, at the same time he considered it of 
the greatest importance that the Council should adopt 
€very means in its power for attaining the results named 
m1 Mr. Gorron’s proposal. Carried unanimously. 


Discussion. 


The adjourned discussion then took place on Prof. 
McCat1’s Paper read before the last meeting of the 
lety, “Are Busters ok BENEFICIAL IN 
EASES OF THE CHEST.’ 
The Prestpenr said he was sorry that Professor 
CCaLL could not be present to join in and listen to 
he discussion, which he felt sure was one in which all 
gentlemen present could take part. 
Mr. D. Dupaxon, in opening the discussion said :— 


he had listened to, and subsaquently read the Professor’s 
paper with a great amount of pleasure. He felt that 
the proposal brought forward for each of the Professors, 
(Prof. McCall and Prof. Williams) to treat under the 
two different methods say one hundred horses each was 
impracticable, as similar conditions and surroundings it 
would be almost an utter impossibility to procure ; he 
therefore hoped such an idea would not be entertained, 
For his part he had found it beneficial to blister in chest 
diseases and influenza, and particularly in the early 
stages, and believed without it many a case would have 
gone on and perhaps have proved fatal. Having quoted one 
or two cases in which he instanced the marked decrease 
in the pulse, respirations, and temperature, as resulting 
from a blister to the sides, he said of course it could be 
carried too far, but his opinion was this—that he 
would not be doing his duty to his client if he failed to blis- 
ter in chest affections, and pink-eye. Continuing he said— 
I have seen good effects produced by the use of hot rugs 
in chest diseases, but you require good men to do this 
sort of thing, as there is a possibility, if the thing is not 
carefully done, of the patient taking a further chill. 

I feel, gentlemen, that my experience leads me in 
the direction of siding with Professor McCall in this 
discussion. 

Mr. H. Hunver said, he had never yet regretted a 
single blister that he had applied in any case, and that 
he never refrained for a moment to put on a fly blister 
in preference to mustard. He had often found it to be, 
so to speak, the turning point of what appeared to be 
very grave cases: He thought that a fly blister had a 
very beneficial effect as a diuretic, and it does not ap- 
pear so painful to the animal. He had taken particular 
notice of a number of cases since the Paper by Professor 
McCall was delivered, and for his part he would require 
a very great amount of evidence against blistering, be- 
fore adopting other methods. 

Mr. Cuivas said he could only endorse the remarks 
of Mr. Hunter and Mr. Dudgeon, for his part he had 
tried the treatmeut of chest affections without blisters, 
but he must confess he was compelled to go back to the 
old method and blister, for the results of non-blistering, 
hot water rugs to the sides, &c., had not been attended 
with good results. Mr. Chivas mentioned the case of 
a foal in which it was breathing very hurriedly, the tem- 
perature 107 and the pulse 120, he put mustard on to 
both sides, and twelve hours afterwards the pulse and 
temperature were down to the normal. He most 
cordially supported Professor McCall on this question. 

Mr. Gorton said he could not quite understand what 
Professor McCall did with two pounds of mustard, he 
was an advocate of blistering but never yet had to resort 
to fly blister, as he had found mustard quite sufficient, 
although in not quite such large quantities as named by 
Professor McCall. 

Mr. Nisser said he agreed with what had been said, 
especially by Mr. D. Dudgeon, with reference to the sug- 
gestion to have a certain number treated under 
the two different methods concurrently, he felt 
sure it was quite impossible to get similarly suitable 
places and surroundings for a test of that sort to be of 
any value. He seldom used the fly blister, but was a 
strong advocates for liniments and mustard. In colic 
he had obtained relief quicker from a mustard poultice 
than from anything else. His experience also went to 
show that blisters were of no use whatever in cases of 
long standing consolidation of lungs. — 

The PRrestpENT said there was practically a unanimous 
feeling in the discussion that had taken place. For his 
part he could uot afford to do without blisters, and 
after having mentioned an interesting case in which the 
sudden benefits of blisters was demonstrated, said he 
must differ from his friend Mr. Gofton, who did not use 
fly blisters in chest affections, as he had frequently 
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seen mustard fail and a fly blister succeed afterwards. 

Mr. W. Hunrer said he was an advocate of counter- 
irritants, but was surprised at the ‘amount suggested by 
Professor McCall, 2lbs. of mustard. Personally he found 
— sufficient, he also could not agree with the 

ident in using cantharides, he had tried it but 
could not testify to good results accruing from it, but 
he was glad to be able to join in the testimony to the 
apparent suddenness with which beneficial changes were 
effected as the result of mustard blisters. 

Mr. G. R. DupeEon said he had tried hot water rugs 
and also blistering, and had witnessed blisters fail and 
the hot water treatment succeed; but his impression 
was that taken from every standpoint counter irritation 
was the most advantageous method. 


The Secretary read a communication from Mr. T. 
Greaves in his absence, 


The subject of Counter-Irritation will be brought be- 
fore the members of the North of England Association 
on the 20th inst. A subject of such great practical im- 

rtance cannot fail to be most interesting and useful. 

hope tobe present, for I have given much attention to 
it and wish to know more of the basis upon which the 

rinciple is founded. In 1834 I was apprenticed to an 
intelligent and experienced V.S., who believed in bleed- 
ing and blistering in all chest diseases. I have clipped 
the hair off the sides of scores and scores of cases as close 
as if it had been shaved, for 18 or 20 inches square, and 
rubbed in cantharides blister ointment—repeated on the 
2nd or 3rd day if it had not taken good effect, but the 
success of this method of treatment was not satisfactory ; 
I went to College in 1839, and after I got my diploma 
I entered into partnership with my late master. About 
this time Homeopathy became a prominent treatment, 
aud we fell in with the current of opinion, hundreds of 
horses I treated with aconite, arsenicum, bryonia, &c., 
and I found that I had a greater measure of success. 

This caused me to ponder, I could not believe that one 
thousandth part of a grain of any medicine could poss- 
ibly have any influence in a raging congestion or infla- 
mation of the lungs, but there was the fact staring me 


-in the face, I could not get over the fact ; I leave much 


to nature, she is ever a wise economist, she does all 


things well ; I had by this time given up blistering the 


sides and my success was far greater than it had been 
hitherto. 

I remember reading in Percival’s writings that no 
V.S., was justified in letting a patient die with pneu- 
monia without using not only cantharides blister oint- 
ment, but blister combined with biniodide of mercury, 
to his sides. Now although he was a great authority 
he was not a successful practitioner ; even the officers in 
his own regiment had little or no cofidence in him, 
whenever anything ailed their hunters, or their chargers, 
they called in some outside V.S., to take the medical 
care of them. 

On one occasion my late partner sent for me to see a 
valuable horse of his own, he said “I have been up with 
him four nights, and am completely knocked up.” He 
was then bedfast and said “I think you have little or no 
chance.’ I found the horse blowing badly, but breath 
sweet, pulse over 100, loathing all food. His sides and 
heart had been most severely blistered, and two tape 
setons in each side. I said “I must reverse your 
treatment in toto or he will die,” he replied “do what- 
ever you like.” I at ouce took out the setons, sponged 
sides well and clean,tied head to open door,kept clothand 
sourcingle off his sides and placed bran tea before him ; 
next morning pulse 96, at night 84 and he made a nice 
recovery. ‘lhe skin of his sides sloughed. 

My experience has not been inconsiderable, At the 
present time we have over 1700 valuable horses under 
our care, and as many miscellaneous horses; we never 


blister the sides, and I think the success attending our 
method of treatment is not surpassed—if equalled, by any 
practitioner I am acquainted with—TuHomas GRrEavgs. 
W. Asnton Hancock, 
Secretary. 


WEST OF SCOTLAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting of the West of Scotland Veterinary Medi- 
cal Association,'was held on 25th March in the Religious. 
Institution Rooms, Buchanan Street, Glasgow. There 
were present the newly elected president Mr. David 
Allan, Busby; Mr. A. Macfarlane, Greenock; Mr. W. 
Peddie, Cathcart; Messrs. Begg and Wise, East Kil- 
bride; Messrs. W. Robb, D. Pollock, John Renfrew, 
W. Anderson (The Secretary) Glasgow ; and a number 
of visitors, amongst whom was Mr. J. Watson, Chief 
Inspector Glasgow and West of Scotland Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. Letters of apology 
for absence having been read, the Secretary proposed 
Mr. John Renfrew, Glasgow; as a member of the 
Society, which was seconded by Mr. W. Robb, and 
unanimously carried. 


ELEcTION oF CoUNCILMEN. 


The coming election of Councilmen was next con- 
sidered, and it was unanimously agreed that the meeting 
recommend the support of those gentlemen who had ex- 
pressed themselves in favour of the abolition of the IX 
Clause, the abolition of the Dual Appointment (Ex- 
aminer and Councilman), and the Election of the whole 
Council by the Profession. 

The President (Mr. D. Attan) then gave the fol- 
lowing :— 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 


GENTLEMEN, 

My first duty is to return my sincere and respectful 
thanks for the honour you have conferred upon me by 
electing me as your President for this year. When i 
recollect the many eminent men and sound practitioners 
who have preceded me in this office, 1 am fully aware 
that comparison with them would be very formidable 
for a far more worthy man than your humble servant. 
However, as you have placed me in this honourable 
position I will do my best to maintain the dignity of it. 

I cannot hope to discharge the presidential duties of 
this Society in the same satisfactory manner which our 
late worthy President did. I am sure there is not 4 
member of this society, nor, I might say, of the whole 
profession but what regrets the ie praee laying aside 
through ill health of our esteemed friend Mr. Robinson, 
but we trust that he will again be soon restored to his 
former health and usefulness. ‘ 

I venture to hope, gentlemen, that you will support 
me by attending the meetings, and by freely joining = 
the discussions on the subjects which will be broug t 
before you. . 

This: havsistion is one of if not the oldest in Scot- 
land. I have been a member of it for over —_ 

ears, and have received a lot of useful information - y 
attending the meetings. It would be on greg or 
me to dilate upon the advantages | derived from : _ 
meetings ; they are now firmly established throughou ~~ 
country, and receive the support of nearly every mem till 
of the profession of any emmence. But there 
room for a considerable increase in the numbers : : I 
members, and this must be patent to all of you ~~ 
tell you that not over one half of the Veterinary ee 
geons in Glasgow and the West of Scotland are mem 
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of this Society, This fact I recommend for your con- 
sideration, and ask you to induce all your professional 
brethren to become members, for I am sure there are 
many who will gladly embrace the opportunity if only 
asked. “Strengthened by Unity ”--so reads our motto, 
and I shall be very pleased to see the membership of 
this Society doubled before the end of the present year. 
I would ask the young practitioners more especially to 
become members, as they not only gain a large amount 
of useful information, but they meet a great many of 
their brother practitioners ; which they might not have 
the opportunity of doing under other circumstances, 
Not pe that, but it is the means of stimulating a good 
friendly feeling among members of the profession. _If 
we do not respect each other how can we expect to gain 
the respect of the general public. We may try to ele- 
vate the profession in vain unless we begin with our- 
selves, and I think we cannot do better than begin now, 
at this meeting, by helping each other to carry out our 
work in a systematic manner. 

I hope you will not think me presumptuous in point- 
ing out to you afew evils which are liable to occur at 
such meetings as this, I mean, for instance, menbers 
for want of thought may not at all times give their in- 
dividual attention to the subject under discussion. 
Some may be talking to each other, to the great ‘ncon- 
venience of the gentlemen introducing the subject; 
while I have seen others introducing another subject 
before the one first introduced had been fully 
discussed. 

I sincerely hope that nothing of the kind wiil occur 
during the time I occupy this chair as your President, 
for I shall at all times most respectfully insist upon up- 
holding the dignity of the chair for the honour and 
credit of the Society. 

Now a few words respecting the veterinary profession. 
I would, in the first place, ask all veterinary surgeons to 
uphold the dignity of the profession by their courtesy 
one towards another. Although we may hold different 
opinions from one another respecting any case or subject 
that we may be engaged in, we should never try to out- 
shine our professional brothers in the eyes of our clients, 
who I am sure will not respect us any the more for so 
doing. Professional men should carefully avoid a prac- 
tice—which I fear is too common—of commenting ad- 
versly upon the practice of their professional brothers. 
Also I should like to make a remark upon the conduct 
of consultants. When practitioners meet in consulta- 
tion great care and circumspection should be observed so 
as not to throw any slight or discredit upon the regular 
attendant. The consultant has a decided advantage 
over the regular attendant, and he should be extremely 
careful not to exercise it to his own advantage. All 
matters in a consultation should be privately discussed 
by the parties engaged therein, and communicated to 
the client jointly. 

Time will not permit me entering into the further 
discussion of what the new charter should contain, but I 
think this meeting has already expressed the opinion 
that the ninth clause of the present charter should be 
abolished ; likewise the dual appointment ; and that 
the whole council should be elected by the préfession. 
I hope therefore, gentlemen, that you will see fit to vote 
for those gentlemen only at the coming election who 
have declared the views they hold in regard to this im- 
portant matter. 


This was followed by a Paper 


“ON TUMOURS.” 
By W. Anpgrson, F.R.C.V.S., Glasgow. 


Mr. Presipent ann GENTLEMEN, 
he importance of Tumours in the study and practice 


choosing that subject for our discussion to-day ; but the 
subject is so wide that a few rambling remarks upon the 
general character and the treatment of a few of the com- 
moner kind of Tumours met with in every-day practice 
must suffice for the introduction of the subject. Volumes 
have been written regarding the origin and growth of 
these bodies, but as yet comparatively little is known 
regarding them. With the advance of histology and 
bacteriology we can hope to see the true nature and 
cause of these hypertrophies revealed in the not ve 
distant future. Tt is, however, only by observation sus 
treatment, and in interchanging our opinions regarding 
them, and by relating our unsuccessful as well as our 
successful cases, and by discussing the different modes 
and appliances we use, that we can ever hope to be able 
to say whether their eradication should be carried out 
surgically, medicinally, or by the aid of prophylactics. 
I hope therefore, gentlemen, that you will unhesi- 
tatingly give us the benefit of your experiences, and 
whether it be in the removal of a simple wart or the 
eradication of a malignant growth, all will tend to 
assist us in either strengthening or abandoning the 
opinions we now hold. 

Let us firstly consider what we understand a tumour 
tobe. My definition is “ A mass of tissue formed ab- 
normally which serves no physiological purpose, and 
which has a tendency to become persistent.” That 
definition may not suit every mind, because, as in other 
pathological questions, our definitions must vary ac- 
cording to the opinions we hold, and in all aprons 
there are those present who will hold widely different 
views from mine, I have therefore carefully avoided 
quoting from any acknowledged authority, so that dis- 
cussion may be provoked on that important point. In 
analyzing my definition additions might well be made toit, 
but I carnot see how it could beabbreviated, Forinstance, 
a mass of tissue found abnormally would almost serve 
to convey to our minds what a tumour is, but that re- 
quires qualification, for we find tissue formed abnor- 
mally without necessarily being a tumour such as 
hypertrophy of any organ—an abnormal, excessive 
growth of that organ, a formation of tissue produced 
by certain changes in the nutrition of that organ ; this 
tissue, however, serves a physiological purpose, and 
therefore, accordiug to my definition is not a tumour, 
On the other hand we have tissues formed abnormally 
which serve no physiological purpose, such as inflamma- 
tory swellings, but not having a tendency to become per- 
sistent we cannot, according to my definition, regard 
them as tumours. Therefore I again say that a tumour 
is “A mass of tissue formed abnormally, which serves 
no physiological purpose, and which has a tendency to 
become persistent.” 

The causes of tumours are various, and while we can 
trace distinctly the origin of certain of them, the origin 
of the majority is still wrapt in mystery. 

We often find tumours following traumatic influences, 
such as blows, kicks, and bruises; and yet how much 
oftener do we find those same influences producing in- 
flammatory changes. Not only is this the case in 
innocent or benign tumours, but is often observed in 
malignant growths. This fact goes far in proving that 
hereditary influences are responsible for the great 
majority of tumours met with in practice, and I believe 
that were we to pay a little more attention in inquiring 
after the antecedants of our tumourous subjects we 
would be able to trace a clear family history of similar 

wths. 
Cohnheim believes that tumours are developed from 
embryonic cells, which having been produced in greater 
numbers than are required for the formation of the 
foetal tissues, remain in the locality in which they origin- 
ally grew, and are lighted up into active growth either 


of Veterinary Surgery is, I think, sufficient excuse for my 


by the application of some artificial agitation or by the 
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normal physiological activity of the part excited in a 
natural manner. In support of this theory it is pointed 
out that moles, which are composed of connective tissue 
cells, may develop in later life into “ melanotic sar- 
comata,”’ especially if initiated. 

That the exostoses which are common at the articular 
ends of long bones undoubtedly develop from portions 
of epephysical cartilage which have been left uncalcified 
in the shaft, and many tumours originate in parts of the 
body in which structures present in fcetal life have been 
suppressed, or in parts where, in the process of closure 
of clefts, or involutions of epithelium, it appears that 
more cells than could be utilised might have been in- 
cluded. For example, epitheloma is not common at the 
yc of mucous membranes and skin, and in parts 

ike the rectum and uterus where a junction has been 
effected during fcetal life between the viscera and the 
surface of the body. This theory is certainly worthy of 
consideration, and may explain the origin of certain 
tumours, but I hardly think that we can accept it as 
conclusive in all kinds of tumours. When we consider 
that there are two great classes of those adventitious 
growths namely, malignant and innocent, and under 
each class various forms of growths differing essentially 
from each other, we cannot expect a common source of 
origin ; although we often find the same exciting in- 
fluences to be instrumental in starting the various kinds 
of growths. 

Whatever may be the cause of a tumour, when once it 
has started to form it commonly continues to grow 
although occasionally disappearing simultaneously. 
Sometimes degenerations set in, such as calcareous, 
mucoid, and fatty; suppuration, sloughing, and 
hemorrhagic infiltration. Malignant tumours differ 
from innocent ones in the following particulars :—mode 
of growth chiefly by infiltration, glandular affection, 
dissemination, affection of the general health usually 
causing death, and local recurrence after removal. 

In veterinary surgery the two most important growths 
of a malignant form are melanosis and tuberculosis ; 
other forms such as carcinoma are only occasionally met 
with. Melanosis in the horse has all the characters of 
other malignant growths except that its development is 
much slower and it is usually found in gray and white 
horses. This peculiarity has led to the belief that 
melanotic tumours perform an excretory function, and 
that they are formed of the pigmentary matter of the 


skin. This belief is strengthened by the fact that the 


lighter in colour a grey horse gets the larger the tumours 
get, and as the composition of these tumours resemble 
the pigmentary matter of the skin it is only reasonable 
to think that the whitening of the skin, if not the cause 
of the disease certainly assists in the formation of the 
growths. 

Melanotic tumours have been found in almost every 
part of the body but by far the commonest parts are the 
under surface of the tail, the sheath, inside of thighs and 
shoulders. The tumours sometimes grow to an enor- 
mous size and weight. I remember seeing one which 
reached from the upper part of the neck to the knee, and 
when excised after death it weighed a hundred pounds. 

They often degenerate, and emit a black discharge 
which has an almost unbearable stench. Like other 
malignant growths when the disease advances cachexia 
sets in, and death occurs through blood poisoning. 

Tuberculous growths can only be regarded as malig- 
nant, bunt seeing that the study of this disease is of such 
vast importance to us as veterinarians, and that the 
object of my ee is more regarding the study of be- 
nign tumours, | will not enter into the details of this 
scourge, but will only give my reasons for including it 
under the head of malignant tumours ; namely, its mode 
of growth, the occurrence of secondary growths in neigh- 
bouring lymphatic glands, its dissemination by wander- 


ing cells, the cachexia present in generalized cases, and 
its local recurrence in cases of excision in scrofulous 
glands. 


Benign Tumours. 


Benign or innocent tumours are found in almost all 
parts and in all tissues of the body, and with few excep- 
tions they are homologous with the tissues they are 
foundin. There are two groups of benign tumours— 
solid and cysted. Their origin is not very clearly 
understood, although I believe that there exists in cer- 
tain animals a predisposition for the development of 
these bodies, and any irritation which would cause a 
simple inflammatory action in the majority of animals 
would, in those animals so predisposed by hereditary in- 
fluences, cause a tumour to form. I believe, also, that 
some of our subjects are predisposed by heredity to opi- 
dermic tumours, others to fatty tumours, others to 
fibrous tumours and so on. 

Effusions of blood, effusions of coagulable lymph and 
chronic inflammations have been jointly credited with 
being the cause and origin of tumours; how is it then 
that so few of those effusions really form tumours, but 
on the other hand terminate in purulent abscesses and 
by absorption. 

Again I must say that hereditary influences play an 
important part in determining the terminations of those 
abnormalities. It is often a difficult matter to decide 
whether a swelling is of a tumorous character or not, 
especially at our first examination and in the abscence 
of any history pertaining to it. This is particularly 
the case when the swelling is void of pain or tenderness, 
because I hold that almost without exception tumours 
are, in our subjects, painless, except of course neuroma- 
tous growths, which are of rare occurrence. We fre- 
quently seein the region of the neck and shoulders of 
horses large indurated swellings, which can be handled 
and pressed without the animal evincing any pain, and 
beyond a little mechanical stiffness the animal walks and 
trots perfectly sound. Upon making inquiry we find 
the swelling had come on suddenly. These swellings 
are the result of passive inflammation causing an infil- 
tration of coagulable lymph in the tissues affected, and 
my method of treating such hypertrophies is by giving 
the animal plenty of exercise, applying a stream of water 
to the affected part, and administering laxatives. When 
this treatment is properly adopted the swelling disap- 
pears in a few days, but if the rest and blistering treat- 
ment be adopted the swelling sometimes remains for 
months, and then often assumes a chronic character, and 
can only be reduced by exposure to the atmosphere with 
the scalpel, the seton needle, or the cautery iron. 

Oftener, however, we meet with acute inflammatory 
swellings in the same region, likewise due to infiltra- 
tions of liquid in the tissues, which may be the results 
of accidents, blows, or bruises with badly fitting collars, 
&c. These have the ordinary characters of acute 1- 
flammation, namely, heat, pain, and swelling, and are 
best treated with rest, fomentations, stimulants, rube- 
facients, and when necessary, blisters. ; 

Sometimes if those affected parts extend deep into the 
muscular and connective tissues a deep set abscess forms, 
and from its position, remains for a length of time 
buried in the tissue until heterogenesis converts it into 
a fibrous tumour, when it slowly emerges from its hiding 
place by displacing the tissues exterior to at, 
presents itself immediately under the skin, in the 4 
of around, hard tumour. Excision is the best remedy, 
and when the tumour is cut into it is found to be com- 
posed of inpessated pus in the centre, surrounded ~ 
thick layer of fibrous tissue. If the tumour 1s near 
point of the shoulder, and the cicatrix formed by ~ #4 
operation is likely to be opposite the collar o. - 
greatest draught pressure is, then it is advisable to ¢ 
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tirpate the tumour by inserting a seton right through 
the centre of the growth, and applying a strong blister 
to the part. This method of treatment, although more 
tedious than excision is equally as efficacious, and does 
not leave such an objectionable scar. 

Cystic tumours oftenest met with in practice are cap- 
ped elbow and capped hock, both of which are due to 
the same cause, namely, inordinate pressure of the parts 
on a flat hard surface. Of course capped hock is often 
the result of the animal kicking and receiving an injury 
to the back part of the hock, but by far the greater 
number of these cases are due to the animal lying on 
asphalte or concrete floors, andI am inclined to believe 
from observation I have made that capped elbow is simi- 
larly caused. It is the prevalent opinion that capped 
elbow is caused by the heel of the shoe pressing on the 
part when the horse lies in a certain posture, but were 
this the case one would expect many more cases of this 
kind than we really have. I have watched horses 
both with and without capped elbows lying, and I 
could detect no difference in their postures, but I have 
repeatedly observed horses which are subject to capped 
elbow are those which are in the habit of scraping their 
bedding back and lying on the bare floor. It may be 
argued in favour of the heel of the shoe being the cause 
—that when a cloth is tied round the foot it 
often prevents the injury, but whether the prevention 
is due to the cloth acting as a pad, or whether it is due 
to the altered posture of the animal in consequence of 
the cloth being on, is a matter for consideration. [| in- 
cline strongly to the latter opinion. At all events 
the swelling is produced by pressure causing ex- 
travasation of serum into the areolar tissue, very 
quickly forming a serous abscess, which if not then 
punctured develops into a hard fibrous tumour, which 
can be removed by excision, setoning and blistering or 
escharotics, Capped hock must be more tenderly dealt 
with ; the great thickness and tensity of the skin over 
the part rendering excision impracticable for two rea- 
sons—the difficulty and length of time required in heal- 
ing the wound, and the proneness of the part of the skin 
to hypertrophy. A seton put through the centre of the 
growth, together with the application of stimulants, 
combined with absorbents are often beneficial in reduc- 
ing the size of these growths considerably. 

Lipoma, or fatty tumours, are more common in the 
dog than in any other of our domesticated animals, they 
are usually situated in the neck, and often grow toa 
great size. 1 have excised several, but in every case a 
recurrence of the growth took place, probably owing to 
the difficulty in reaching the bottom of the tumour; for 
invariably the fatty cells are embedded or intiltrated in 
the surrounding tissue. I have seen only one case in the 
horse ; it was situated in the parotid region, in fact it 
completely surrounded the parotid gland. I operated 
but was unsuccessful. 

Chondroma and cartilagenous tumours are found em- 
bedded in situations where cartilage abounds. They are 
frequently found in the sides of the chest outside the 
ribs, and sometimes are moveable, not being adherent to 
any tissue. Itis presumed their growth is due to in- 
hibition. A favourite seat for them is in the region of 
the sternum. When found near joints they are invari- 
ably more or less fixed to the subjacent tissues. The 
only noteworthy fact regarding them is that very often 
several growths are found ir. different parts of the body 
in the same animal. Early excision where practicable is 
the only treatment. 

_ Osteoma or bony tumours are numerous, and the sub- 
ject is such a vast one, especially if we include the various 
abuormal ossifications we daily meet with in practice, 
_ that I do not intend to enter into the subject, but will 


relate to you the particulars of a case 1 saw afew months gr 


ago which not only interested but quite bewildered me. 


1 had occasion to make a post-mortem at one of our horse- 
slaughtering establishments in the city, and after I had 
finished my attention was drawn by the man in charge 
of the place—who has been requested by me to keep any 
unusual morbid specimen he may meet with for my in- 
spection—to the carcase of a well nourished horse which 
had been slaughtered by him the same day, in con- 
sequence of having quittor in one of its feet. On ex- 
amining the heart [ found the right auricle to be com- 
pletely ossified ; the endocardium and the pericardium 
at that = of the heart were grown together, and 
presented the appearance of a smallskull : even the upper 
part of the tucuopid auricular ventricular valve was 
cancellated. I sawed through a portion of the wall of 
the auricle and found that the tissue which should have 
beeh muscular was transformed into a hard cartilagenous 
mass, 80 compact that it had all the appearance of bone, 
I then examined the bones, and found they were all ab- 
normally enlarged, in fact the shafts of the long bones 
were at least one-third broader and heavier than they 
should have been. The enlargements were uot like 
depositions or exostosis, but rather hyphertrophies, 
being covered with smooth periosteum. have seen a 
fatty degenerated heart, but this case was truly a bony 
degenerated one. As far as I could learn the horse en- 
joyed good health, and was brought there to be slaughtered 
solely on account of the quittor. I kept the heart and 
bones in order to produce them for your inspection, but 
unfortunately they have gone amissing. 

I should have liked had time permitted to enter more 
fully into the consideration of a few kind of tumours 
occasionly met with in the horse, such as polypi, schirrous 
and others, but the deeper we get in the subject the 
greater depth we see, and as my intention was only to 
give a superficial outline of a few kind of tumours as an 
introduction, I look to you for sufficient interesting mat- 
ter to fill up the blanks, 

When a tumouris formed, the remedy is removal—when 
it is practicable. There are certain kinds of tumours, 
such as fatty, cartilaginous, and some forms of fibrous 
which are mature bodies at the start, or at all events 
when they are at first observable; that is to say they 
continue growing in volume, but they do not ripen, An 
apple grows in size and ripens simultaneously, but those 
tumours rarely undergo a change from their origin to 
their extraction, therefore I say where it is desirable 
and practicable by all means extract it at once ; when 
small it will be accomplished easier, cause less pain, and 
leave less cicatrix. There are certain tumours however 
which do undergo changes such as cysted tumours, but 
I am inclined to call such bodies inflammator products ; 
they may at their commencement yield to external ap- 
plications, but as a rule those applications unless ac- 
companied by the scalpel or the seton needle are almost 
useless, In extracting a tumour the circumstances of 
the case must guide us as to the best method of per- 
forming the operation. If it be a predunculated growth 
I usually use the ecraseur, but if it has a broad base and 
is of any great size, after dissecting the skin back I pass 
a piece of strong tape through it, which, by gently 
pulling when I cut, greatly assists in preventing part of 
the growth being left. I have used the cautery iron, 
torsion, forceps, &ec., aid method answered the 

urpose, but | prefer to use the ecraseur, — 
Now, aienn, we have arrived at an important part 
in consideration of tumour, namely, what part do they 
play in the animal economy! Do they directly or in- 
directly consume so much nutriment as to interfere with 
the normal development of the growing animal or do 
they at the expenre of the adult animal cause that animal 


to become emaciaved 
i answer is: Malignant growths always do, Benign 


th ver. 
Do they cause pain or suffering, and if so, to what 
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extent? A few tumours from their position to the brain 
and spinal cord and internal organs, neuromatous and 
carcinomatous do cause pain, but some of those tumours 
only cause pair when interfered with. Fibrous, fatty, 
cartilagenous and osseous tumours, situated on the ex- 
terior of the body, have no painin themselves for the 
simple reason they are neither supplied with nerves nor 
nerve filiments. Do they ever cause so much pain and 
torture by their weight and size as to render a horse 
unfit for work? Yes, but only when they are situated 
in or near a vital part. 

A case was brought up last year in the Goranhill 
Police Court, at the instance of the Glasgow and West 
of Scotland Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals, where a highly respectable, although poor man 
was charged with cruelly abusing and torturing a 
horse or other animal, by causing said animal to draw a 
loaded lorry or other vehicle to its hurt and suffering 
when it was in an unfit state, owing to the existence of 
large suppurating tumours on both hind legs. 

For the prosecution two officers of the Society gave 
evidence, but as I was not in Court while they were 
being examined I cannot criticise their evidence, how- 


_ ever I had the privilege of listening to the evidence given 


by the Society’s Veterinary Surgeon. He swore the 
animal in question was an old worn-out horse, greatly 
emaciated through the existence of a large fibrous 
growth on each hind leg, each weighing over eight 
ponnds. That each tumour was covered with large 
ulcers, sufficiently painful in themselves to render the 
animal unfit for work; that the tumours being plenti- 
fully supplied with sensitive nerves caused the animal ex- 
cruciating pain, and that the tumours being of such a 
great size and weight extracted from the blood so much 
nutriment that consequently the animal could not 
thrive, and that fact, together with the excessive pain 
the animal suffered, was sufficient to account for the 
animal’s great emaciation. 

For the defence myself and another fully qualified 
veterinary surgeon, with the former owner of the ani- 
mal,a farmer, and a blacksmith, gave evidence that the 
animal in question was ten years old,in fair working 
condition, and was constantly worked up to the day of 
complaint, with the exception of two days preceding, 
when it had an attack of colic ; that two large tumours, 
each weighing over 7 lbs. existed—one on the outside of 
each hind leg, situated in the metatarsal region, that on 
the surface of one of the tumours there was an abrasion 


- of the skin which the animal received when suffering 


from colic by lying and rolling-in the stall; that the 
tumours were in existence for five years, and had not 
wn any larger during four of these years, that the 
orse was a good worker and feeder and was never 
known to be lame nor even stiff; that beyond being un- 
sightly there wa: nothing to render the animal unfit to 
work ; that the skin was plentifully supplied with nerves 
but not the tumours, that being free from pressure and 
friction there was consequently no pain. There was 
no pain on manipulation, and that the animal was never 
known to evince any pain from the existence of the 
tumours, nor was it ever more fatigued with work than 
other horses doing similar work. - That at four years 
old it cost £60, and at nine years it was sold for £9 and 
that it was now destroyed, not for being worn out, but 
for the unsightly cnd repulsive look the tumours 
gave it. 

In the face of this evidence the worthy Magistrate 
said that from the fact of the tumours being so large and 
weighty being the size and weight,of bricks, the horse 
must have suffered severe pain by having them dangling 
about its legs and imposed the modified fine of 30/-. 

I do not blame the officers of the Society for taking 
notice of the case as really to the lay mind it must have 
appeared repulsive, but I cannot understand veterinary 


surgeons looking upon it as they did and giving such 
evidence on their soul and conscience. I am pleased to 
think that the Society for the Prevention of Grnelty to 
Animals under its new management now takes the advice 
vf the profession before instituting prosecutions, and I 
am sure we will all now try to further the worthy object: 
of the Society by assisting its officials in bringing to 
justice those miscreants who are guilty of causing torture 
to their faithful dumb servants. But seeing the Society 
now takes the precaution of consulting the profession 
before prosecuting, the onus is thereby transferred to 
the shoulders of those members who are consulted by the 
Society, and I trust that those members will only sanction 
prosecution in cases which are obviously deservi 
punishment and avert collision with their profession 
brethren who have onerous duties to perform in prevent- 
ing their clients being made the victims of maudling 
sentimentality. 

I must now draw to a close and in doing so I must 
thank you for your attention and if the few remarks [ 
have made only lead toa profitable discussion, I will con- 
sider myself amply repaid for the little trouble I have 
been put to in collecting and framing my thoughts on. 
the subject. 

An interesting discussion followed. 


W. ANDERSON, 
Hon. Treasurer and Sec. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


OPENING OF THE SIR DINSHAW PETIT 
PATHOLOGICAL LABORATORY, BOMBAY. 


In March last this institution, the gift of the gen- 
tleman whose name it takes, was opened by His 
Excellency Lord Harris, the Governor of Bombay. 

Dr. Nariman, Acting Principal of the Bombay 
Veterinary College, opened the proceedings by an 
eloquent expression of regret that Professor Steel, 
their late principal. had not been spared to perform 
the function which that day fell upon him. After 
the Governor had distributed the prizes and dip- 
lomas to the graduates and students of the institu- 
tion—Sir Dinshaw Petit, Bart., related how he had 
come to build the laboratory at the suggestion of 
Dr. Steel, who had drawn his attention to the want 
of such an institution, and to the great value it 
would confer on animals. Sir Dinshaw then ex- 
pressed his great regret at the loss the College had 
sustained by the sad and untimely death of Dr. 
Steel. After thanking His bxcellency for attend- 
ing that day, he handed him the key of the building 
amid loud applause. 

His Excellency, Lord Harris, having unlocked 
the door declared the building open, and in address- 
ing the assembly said— 

Sir Dinshaw. Ladies and Geutlemen,—A very 
pleasing duty has fallen to my lot to-day, a double 
one—that of presenting the prizes and certificates to 
the successful students of the Veterinary College, 
and also that of opening the Laboratory. But be- 
fore 1 offer any remarks on this interesting subject, 
I cannot help alluding to a matter which has already 
been touched on in most feeling terms by Dr. Nari- 
man and Sir Dinshaw Petit, and of taking this op- 
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portunity in the most public way I can of indicating 
the sincere feelings of regret the Government of 
Bombay entertain at the heavy loss they feel they 
have sustained in the death of Dr. Steel. I think 
I cannot do better than show how widespread that 
feeling is by reading what, I believe, are the official 
remarks that have come from the Government of 
India upon that sad subject, and drafted, [ cannot 
help thinking, by one who knew Dr. Steel during 
life. 1 feel it is of far greater value than any tri- 
bute I can pay. These are the words :—* The 
Government of India have heard with much regret 
of the decease of this able and zealous officer, whose 
career, had he been spared, would doubtless have 
been highly distinguished both departmentally and 
in the spheres of veterinary education and science. 
As an author, his works were favourably known to 
the profession both in India and England, and he 
succeeded in making some valuable contributions to 
bacteriological research. In the launching and 
subsequent management of the Bombay Veterinary 
College, Mr. Steel is shown by the reports received 
from the Bombay Government to have displayed 
unusual capacities both of organisation and instruc- 
tion, with the satisfactory results that the veteri- 
nary education furnished to the students is of a 
higher character than has been previously attained 
in India, and that the practical efficiency of those 
who have obtained the College diploma has, in 
several instances, already been proved by their em- 
ployment under various Governments and Native 
States throughout the Empire.” 1 am sure that 
those here who knew Dr. Steel better than I did 
most cordially endorse every word that I have now 
read. Ladies and Gentlemen, Dr. Stee! displayed 
the greatest energy and zeal and devotion in the 
multifarious duties which fell upon his shoulders in 
connection with this institution, and it was in cun- 
nection with the subject of the profession, which 
was a labour of love to him, and whilst pursuing his 
object and spreading veterinary science throughout 
India, that he actually died. It was only a few 
days after he ceased to sit on the important com- 
mittee that had assembled at Poona for the purpose 
of considering questions connected with veterinary 
science, among other subjects, that his last illness 
seizedhim. So that I think I may fairly say, up 
to the very last moment of his life, Dr. Steel showed 
himself a most earnest advocate of the extension of 
veterinary science in this country, and a most de- 
voted and zealous and an honest servant of Govern- 
ment. (Applause). Well, ladies and gentlemen, 
the first task that fell to my lot to-day was that of 
presenting the prizes and certificates to the gentle- 
men whom you saw come, up to the platform. ] 
cannot help thinking that perhaps in the extension 
of veterinary science this Presidency has shown its 
determination to keep in the forefront of educational 
enterprise more than in any other direction of edu- 
cational enterprise. It is active in every direction. 
But it is singularly soas regards its veterinary en- 
terprise, (Applause,) 1 may say that this is the 
only veterinary college that exists “in India, ex- 
Cepting the Veterinary School at Lahore that 
teaches in vernacular. So I am correct in saying 


that this is the only College in India which teaches 
in English as well as in the vernacular, It is a 
great compliment to the Presidency, and one which 
ought to be appreciated in every part of India. 
That Bombay has had the enterprise to start an in- 
stitution of this kind is due, not only to the Bombay 
Government, hut also due to the generosity of those 
benefactors wbo are endowing, and have endowed, 
Bombay during the last few years with so many 
aseful and admirable institutions, (Loud applause. ) 
Well, it is, of course, a considerable cost to eg 
ment to educate these young men. Last year the 
calculation showed the average cost to Government 
was something between Rs. 400 and Ks. 500 per 
head. But I do consider that we ought not to 
grudge any amount of that kind devoted to such a 
purpose. Of course, if the number of students is 
larger, the capitation grant will be decreased ; but I 
do think we ought not grudge that expenditure of 
public funds when you recognise that Bombay is the 
only part of India that at this present moment is 
able to turn out men educated in this country capa- 
ble of taking charge of animals for the purpose of 
curing their diseases in an intelligent manner. I 
am aware, of course, that there are throughout India 
plenty of empirics. men who have a fair knowledge 
of what todo in ordinary cases, and who can deal 
skilfully, no doubt, with routine cases. But if India 
were to depend upon herself for the intelligent 
treatment of animal diseases, it must have some- 
thing more than that class of men to depend upon ; 
and at present it is only to this College that it can 
turn for men capable of bestowing that intelligent 
treatment which is as necessary in the case of 
animals as ia the case of human beings. (Loud ap- 
plause.) Well, 1 believe. from the information I 
have received, that every endeavour is being made 
in this College to improve the course of instruction, 
and that it has been consolidated with a systematic 
record of cases, and individual responsibility has 
been introduced. We now see from the result that 
the rest of India is appreciating the efforts that are 
being made here to some extent in the fact that the 
graduates that have been sent out from this College 
have obtained employment—in some cases fairly lu- 
crative emyloyment ~-in other parts of India, besides 
the Bombay Presidency. In fact, «ne of the cer- 
tificates that 1 presented to-day was not handed to 
the actual holder, because he happens to be engaged 
now in Burmab. ‘There is another, I believe, en- 
gaged in private practice in Zanzibar. You will 
thus see that we are sending out men in various 
parts of the country, and not only doing good in 
that way to the animal race, but we are also letting 
all parts of British India know what Bombay is 
doing in the way of progress in science and other 
matters. (Applause. )—The fact of the establish- 
ment of this college has encouraged the sympathy 
fur animal ills, which is very creditable. Be- 
sides the various Gistricts in the Presidency, there 
have been established in several Native States dis- 
pensaries with the object of allowing the local ag- 
riculturists to obtain medinine as cheaply as pos- 
sible; and the Government itself is doing as much 
as is legitimate in the direction of stationing veteri- 
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nary practitioners in these dispensaries. | We have 
gone a little further than we had originally intended 
as our intention was merely to place one practi- 
tioner in each dispensary, who should also make 
tours in the neighbouring districts for the purpose 
of giving advice. We found that the result 
was that the dispensaries during the practitivner’s 
absence had to be closed to the people who 
came to get medicine, and they naturally were 
disgusted, and looked upon it rather as a sham. 
It is obviously desirable to put an end to that idea. 
Two men are now appointed to each dispensary in 
place of the resident practitioner—one remaining at 
the dispensary, whilst the other goes on tour. We 
quite recognise that, having established this College, 
that some opening should be given to young men 
who come and study here, and we see that other 
parts of India are coming to us for those who have 
obtained their licentiate; and we, therefore, recog- 
nise that this Government must do something, and in 
that way we are endeavouring to keep some open- 
ings for tle young men who study here. (Applause). 
I should hope that as they get out, and are able to 
show the owners of auimals and agriculturists 
generally that advantage is to be derived from the 
intelligent treatment of animal disease, I 
sincerely hope that the demand on _ this 
College will by no means decrease, and that we shall 
have a steady flow of men from all parts of India 
into the College and a steady flow out towards em- 
ployment. But 1 must warn the young students that 
it is most important that they should understand 
that in dealing with animals it is absolutely neces- 
sary that they should be able to show those who see 
them treat the animals that they are able to deal 
with them courageously and in a maniy way. 
Veterinary practice is, after all, a rough work, and 
the surgeon must show no timidity at all with the 
animal. I am not offering these remarks from my 
own knowledge alone, but from the remarks of a 
person who is quite competent to offer an opinion; 


_ and I suggest, as advised from the same quarter, 


that there should be as much teaching and practical 
work as possible in the shoeing forge. I believe 
that Dr. Steel was extremely anxious that students 
should have some opportunity of learning to ride, 
and it is obviously desirable that a man who pro- 
fesses to be a veterinary surgeon should be able to 
ride. I can quite imagine that that difficulty ex- 
ists in this College, and I hope I shall be able to do 
sumething to remove that difficulty. I have con- 
suited Captain Gott, Commandant of the Body- 
Guard, and he sees no reason why a certain number 
should not get some riding school exercise on the 
horses of the Body-Guard. I daresay we shall be 
able to tell off a few horses for the purpose, and a 
competent person will put the students regularly 
through the training at the Riding School. Of 
course, my offer must be qualified to this extent, that 
the Body-Guard will be shortly going away, and 
therefore, the commencement can only be made 
when the Government returns to Bombay. (Loud 
applause.) 


It is estimated that the number of sheep in Australia in 
March, 1890, was 105,000,000. 


FROM PHARMACY TO MEDICINE. 
Dr. Eprneron, M.B., C.M. 


A little more than a dozen years ago Dr. Edington 
was engaged to the late Mr. John Mackay, Chemist, 
of Edinburgh, as an apprentice, unfortunately in 
the wholesale department. By the time his period 
of probation expired he had fouud out that it was 
necessary to have three years’ experience of dis- 
pensing before he could enter for the Minor, so it 
happened that we find him in the year of grace 1881 
managing a branch shop in the most historic spot of 
Edinburgh, the surroundings gloomy, and his pro- . 
spects, which ought to have heen as bleak and cold- 
like as Edinburgh can make them. such that they 
did not deter him entering into matrimony when he 
reached his majority. A salary of 50/1. a year was 
his sole income. Ong can imagine the young assis- 
tant’s fix. But it is when men are hardest pushed 
that they exert most energy, so it happened one 
night, when young Edington was struggling with 
his Attfield and Scoresby Jackson Minorwards, it 
struck him that things looked bad, and that the 
“ Minor” would not improve them. Why not go 
in for the medical? “Yes; why not?” said his 
wife. when it was mentioned to her. “If you 
think you can manage, Aleck, I’ll do my best to 
help you.” The young fellow began there and 
then to “grind” for the medical Preliminary, and 
in seven weeks he passed it! 

Meanwhile, and for the first years of his medical 
studies. Mr. Edington continued to manage the 
branch shop, for it was one of those at which most 
of the business is done in the evening, and a con- 
siderate governor provided a substitute during class- 
hours. A scholarship of 1601., which he gained 
at the end of the session of 1882, was a great 
assistance to him, but apart from this and other 
prizes which he gained, he supported himself at the 
University of Edinburgh entirely by his own exer- 
tions. There is little need to speak of his career 
as astudent; it was brilliant from the beginning, 
and when it was completed, in 1886, he was ap- 
pointed assistant to the professor of surgery in the 
University. 

Unbridled enthusiam for and delicate expertness 
with the microscope where the outstanding feature 
of his studies. 

“That,” said he to our representative, ‘“ was why 
I was led on to a liking for bacteriology. Iam 
glad I entered medicine through pharmacy, for 


there is nothing to equal pharmacy for making 


a student exact, methodical, and painstaking with 
his work.” 

So expert was Mr. Edington with}the microscope, 
and such was his knowledge of bacteriological 
methods, that a year before he took his M.B., C.M., 
he was prosecuting researches into certain diseases 
of domesticated animals for the Veterinary Depart- 
ment of the Indian Government. These resulted 
in reports which were officially published in 1887, 
but a year before that he had begun to publish ar- 
ticles, and since then he has continuously contr'- 
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buted to medical knowledge. Thus, in 1889 he 
demonstrated the unique value of hydronaphthol as 
an antiseptic; in the same year he was engeged by 
the Scottish Fisheries Board in investigating cer- 
tain diseases of fish, and, apart from such subjects 
as these. he has done not a little in pure pathology. 
His distinction was specially marked in 1889. by 
the award to him of the Symes Surgical Fellowship, 
one of the most valued prizes which the Edinburgh 
University can give to its graduates. While doing 
all that, he had practically organised the study of 
bacteriology in the Edinburgh University, had, as 
secretary, done herculean work in founding the 
Scottish Microscopical Suciety, and was lecturing on 
his pet subject at the New Veterinary College. 

When the Cape Government advertised for a bac- 
teriologist last October Dr. Edington thought it a 
chance for him. He had his hands pretty full then 
with class work, and public and private practice as 
a medical man, but the mysterious disease, horse- 
sickness, of which the Cape people wished to get to 
the bottom, fascinated him, and the 1,000/. a year 
offered completed the fascination. When he sent 
in his application with two dozen testimonials from 
Scotch professors and English and German bacterio- 
logists, he got the hint that he was the man for 
the post. 

Since his appointment Dr. Edington has under- 
taken to inquire into the vine-disease at the Cape, 
as well as “ horse-sickness.” and he has been on the 
Continent to find out for himself what the disease is 
that harasses vine-culture there. He says he will 

into vine-growing when he gets out to the Cape. 

fact, there seems no limit to the man’s energy, 
and he means to make himself thoroughly useful to 
the agricultural, medical, and veterinary authorities 
of the Cape. 

And to think this blue-eyed, pleasant-spoken 
Scotchman, just turned 30, was a druggist’s un- 
qualified assistant at 11. » week eight years ago! 
Some other assistants who read this may think that 
influence has helped him. Not atall. His influence 
has been that of a good wife, the prattle of his four 
bairns, and dogged determination on his own part. 
His success is a compliment to his manhood, as well 
as to his genius. Amidst it all he has not forgotten 
pharmacy, and does not have a cold shiver when he 
thinks that he once wore an apron.—The Chemist 
and Druggist. 


THE SCRUB TICK. 


Dr. Banorort, of Brisbane, has written a paper on 
a remedy for the scrub tick. As the method of 
dealing with the poison’ may be of value to those 
living in scrub countries, a summary of the paper 
may not be out of place. He says there are many 
kinds of ticks which attach themselves to man and 
dog, but it is from the scrub tick alone that harm 
arises. The scrub tick is flat, brown in colour, and 
about one-eighth of an inch in length and breadth. 
When distended it is as large as a pea. ‘The female 
tick only, like the mosquito, appears to bite. Ticks 


become buried under the skin, as some persons have 
imagined. 
mer, and is found under leaves, ready to drop on 
any moving object. 
sent, or only in a minute quantity. when it first 
attaches itself. 
and a few drops of water injected under the skin of 
a dog, produced no effect, but the same dog after- 


The tick is particularly active in sum- 
The poison appears to be ab- 


A solution made of eight ticks 


wards succumbed to the bite of two ticks. The 
tick sucks blood from the animal to which it has 
attached itself, and it is presumed that some poison, 
probably of the nature of a ferment, passes from the 
tick into the animal. Most mammals are suscep- 
tible to the attacks of the scrub tick; even horses 
have been killed by it. Human beings would suc- 
cumb were the ticks suffered to remain long enough 
in the skin, but by reason of the irritation caused 
they are discovered a few hours after attaching 
themselves, and are invariably removed, The 
guinea-pig and kangaroo dogs seem to be insuscep- 
tible to the poison. Dogs that have recovered from 
tick bite become tick-proof. The native Australian 
animals are tick-proof by heredity. Dogs in- 
fluenced by tick poison generally show signs of 
paralysis on the sixth day, and die about the 
seventh or eighth. The tick takes about a 
fortnight before it is ready to bite again. —Provid- 
ing a tick be removed from a dog before the fourth 
day after attaching itself, no symptoms will arise. 
To make a dog tick-proof proceed in the following 
manner: Make a slight cut, not sufficient to bring 
blood, behind the ear of the dog, and gently press 
the snout of the tick into the wound, when it will, 
as arule, bite and hold on. ‘Two ticks should be 
placed on the dog; after they have been on t#o 
days remove them. Grease, turpentine, or kero- 
sene smeared over them will kill them. Allow a 
week to elapse, and then place two others upon 
the dog. and remove them after being on three 
days; then allow another week to elapse, place 
two more ticks upon the dog, and remove them 
before the fifth day. After this the dog will be 
tick-proof. — Valuable dogs who live in a locality 
where ticks abound should be carefully examined 
every two days.— Brit. Med. Journal. 


An Equine Clavicle. 


An esteemed foreign correspondent writes :— 


The enclosed newspaper cutting is from the 
“Ceylon Independent ” of March 18th last. I send 
it, thinking that it may amuse some of the many 
readers of The Record. 

As far as I can ascertain, there is no bona fide 
veterinary surgeon at present practising in that 
island ; the so-called “ Veterinary” is probably one 
of the many (hybrid) quacks, of which the inhabi- 
tants of the “Spicy Isle” are proud, maybe, of 
having in their midst. 

Acement To A Horse.—On Monday morning a 
fine Australian horse, said to be the property of Mr. 
Smith of the P. W. D., a recent acquisition, met 
with an accident, which rendered it necessary to 
shoot him. The animal was being led in harness 


attach themselves by their mouth organs, and never 


608 THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


May 30, 1891. 


and when nearly opposite the gate leading to the 
Railway Avenue at Maradana it was frightened by 
a passing cart. It reared and plunged, and the 
horsekeeper, who was alarmed, tugged at the 
rope which is said to have given way, with the 
result that the animal fell back breaking his 
“collar-bone” and sustaining severe injuries to 
the head. The poor animal lay there for some 
time till relieved of his sufferings by a shot from 
a “ veterinary.” 


Central V.M.A. 

The next Meeting of this Society, will be held on 
Thursday next, at the First Avenue Hotel, at 7.30 
p-m. Subject for discussion:—Sprains of ligaments 
and Tendons. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


NOVEL SURGICAL APPLIANCES. 
Dear 

A noveliy in veterinary surgery may interest, if not 
benefit, uuany of your readers. I send the following for 
insertion in The Veterinary Record.—Yours truly, 

Stokesley, May 1891. JAMES COULSON. © 


Last month a Veterinary Surgeon residing not far 
from here was requested by a poor cottager to attend a 
cow with an inversion of the uterus. Some time after 
his. arrival, with the assistance of the owner and several 
neighbours, the V.S., succeeded in returning the uterus, 
He then inserted a champagne bottle into the vagina, 
and firmly srcured it by the aid of sutures. He next 
obtained a piece of board about one inch thick and 
about eight inches by eight inches, and having bored 
several holes around its outer edges—through which 
the sutures were passed—he firmly secured it over the 
vulva by the aid of strong sutures. He then told the 
owner that those appliances must remain there until he 
came again, and if the cow pained a litile he was not to 
be alarmed. As the cow continued to pain most vio- 
lently for several hours, the owner again sent for the 
veterinary surgeon, who on his arrival said he had done 
all he could do, and no man on earth could do more, 
and he supposed she would die. He then departed. 
The cow was found dead next morning, with the neck of 
the bottle protruding between the sutures that held the 
board in its position. The termination of the above 
case will not surprise any sensible person when he takes 
into consideration the scientific appliances and their 
skilful application. 


ComMuNIcATIONS, Books, AND PAPERS RECEIVED :— Messrs. 
W. Anderson, ‘ Identity of English with American Swine 


Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 


Bompay V.M.A. 
Pres 
Hon. Sec: 8. K. Nariman, Esq., M.D., B.8c., L.v.8¢. 
Qf Hon. Sec: Mr. J. D. Parokh, a.s.v.c., Bombay Vet. Coil. 


Borper Countries V.M.S§. 
Pres: Mr. T. Greaves, F.R.c.v.s., Knott Mill, Manchester. “ 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Armstrong, Penrith, Cumberland 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October. 


Caucurts V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Greenhill, m.n.c.v.s. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. Assheton Smith, 156 Dhurrumtollah. 


Centran V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. F. G. Samson, M.B.c.v.s., 
Upper Green, Mitcham, Surrey. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. G. Rogers, M.8.c.v.s., 
170 Brompton Road, London, 8.W. 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, First Avenue Hotel, Holborn, at 7 p.m, 


Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Wm. Bower, M.8.c.v.s., East Rudham, Swaffham, 
Hon. Sec: Mr. R. S. Barcham, m.z.c.v.s., North Walsham. 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July. 


Vet. Mep. Assn. or IRELAND. 
Pres: Mr.C. Steel, r.n.c.v.s., 188 Clonliffe-road, Dublin. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. McKenny, M.R.c.v.s., 
116 Stephens-green-west, Dublin. 


LancasHrre V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. A. Leather, r.n.c.v.s., Tariff-street, Liverpool. 
Hon. Sec : Mr. G. Gartside Mayor, F.R.c.v.s., 
Kirkham, Preston. 
Meetings, 2nd Wednesday in March, June, Sept., & Dec. 


V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. L. Gooch, r.n.c.v.s., Stamford, Lincolnshire 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Smith, m.x.c.v.s., Huntingdon. 
Meetings, Second Thursday, Feb., June and October. 


Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. John Malcolm, F.2.c.v.s., 
Holiday-street Wharf, Birmngham. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, M.R.c.v.s., 
High St,. West Bromwich. 
Meetings, Second Friday in Feb., May, Aug., and Nov. 


Natrona Vet. AssocraTIon. 
Pres: Prof. J. W. Axe, R. V. Coll., Camden Town, N.W. 
Sec: Mr. John Malcolm, r.x.c.v.s., Birmingham. 
Treas. and Chairman of Prov. Com: Mr. F. Wragg, F.R.c.v.3., 
17 Church-lane, Whitechapel. 


Nortu or Enetanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. A. Hunter, ¥.n.c.v.s., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. A. Hancock, M.8.c.v.s., 
Forest Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


Royan Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W. Wilson, r.n.c.v.s., Berkhampstead, Herts. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. Kidd, r.n.c.v.s., Hungerford, Berks. 
Meetings, Last Friday, Feb., June and Nov. 


» Royat Scorrisu V.S. 
Pres: Mr. Reid, m.n.c.v.s., Auchtermuchty. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. D. Fairbairn, m.x.c.v.s., Cupar, Fifeshire 


Roya VETERINARY M.A. 
Pres: Prof. J. Penberthy. 
Hon. Sec: Prof. J. Macqueen. 


Scorrish Merroponitan V.M.S8. 
Pres: Mr. Jas. Clarke, F.x.c.v.s., Coupar-Angus. ’ 
Hon. Sec: Mr. P. Moir, .r.c.v.s., 9 Kilmain Terr. Edinbro 


Sourn Duruam anv Norru Yorxsuire V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. G. T. Pickering, r.x.c.v.s., Monk Bar, York. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, ¥.x.c.v.s., Stockton-on-Tees. 

Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Dec. 

SouTHEerRN Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. E. A. Hollingham, .8.c.v.s., 
79 Anerley Road, London, §.E. 

Hon. Sec: (Mr. E. A. Hollingham, pro tem.) 

Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


Western Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W. Penhale, r.n.c.v.s., Barnstaple, Devon. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Harvey Bloye, m.z.c.v.s., 
Week Street, Plymouth. 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March and September. 


West or Scornanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. D. Allan, .n.c.v.s., Clarkston-by-Busby, Glasgow 
Hon. Sec : Mr. W. Anderson, F.8.c.v.s., West Nile-st. Glasgow 


YorxsHireE V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. T. C. Toope, m.rc.v.s., Knaresborough. 
Hon. Sec: W. F. Greenhalgh, .z.c.v.s., Hunslet, Leeds. 
Meetings, Last Friday in Jan., April, July, and October. 


q 

| 

Plague” by Bowhill, ‘‘ Ceylon Times.” 

th 


